
claas dominator Study Guide Vol. 2023, Issue 4

claas dominator Study Guide

claas dominator is a renowned name in the world of agricultural machinery, especially when it
comes to hay and forage harvesters. With a legacy spanning several decades, the Claas Dominator
series has established itself as a reliable, efficient, and innovative line of equipment designed to
meet the demanding needs of farmers and hay producers worldwide. Whether you're a seasoned
agricultural professional or a newcomer exploring forage harvesting options, understanding the
features, history, and benefits of the Claas Dominator can help you make informed decisions to
optimize your farming operations.

Overview of Claas Dominator

The Claas Dominator is a series of self-propelled and pull-type forage harvesters manufactured by
Claas, a German-based agricultural machinery company recognized globally for its high-quality
equipment. The series has evolved over the years, integrating advanced technology, robust build
quality, and user-centric features to enhance productivity and reduce operational costs.

Key Features of Claas Dominator

- Versatile Cutting Systems: Capable of handling various forage crops, including grass, alfalfa,
and maize.

- High Throughput: Designed for maximum efficiency in large-scale farming operations.
- Durability: Built with high-quality materials to withstand harsh field conditions.
- Ease of Maintenance: Features accessible components and straightforward servicing

procedures.
- Innovative Technology: Incorporates modern control systems and automation options for

improved performance.

History and Evolution of Claas Dominator

The Claas Dominator series has a rich history dating back to the 1960s. Initially introduced as a
pull-type forage harvester, the series quickly gained popularity for its reliability and innovative
features. Over the decades, the series has undergone significant technological advancements,
including the introduction of self-propelled models, electronic controls, and precision harvesting
technologies.

Timeline Highlights
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- 1960s: Introduction of the first Claas Dominator pull-type forage harvesters.
- 1980s: Launch of self-propelled models with improved engine power and capacity.
- 2000s: Integration of electronic control systems for better crop handling and operator comfort.
- 2010s: Incorporation of precision agriculture technologies, GPS guidance, and automation.
- Present: Modern Claas Dominator models featuring eco-friendly engines, advanced diagnostics,

and operator-friendly interfaces.

Types of Claas Dominator Harvesters

The series includes various models tailored for different operational sizes and crop types. They can
be broadly categorized into pull-type and self-propelled models.

Pull-Type Forage Harvesters

These are towed behind tractors and are ideal for smaller farms or operations requiring flexible
equipment. Key features include:

- Compact design for maneuverability.
- Lower initial investment.
- Suitable for diverse crop types.

Self-Propelled Forage Harvesters

These units are standalone machines equipped with their own engine and drivetrain. Benefits
include:

- Higher capacity and throughput.
- Greater automation and comfort features.
- Enhanced efficiency for large-scale farms.

Key Components and Technology in Claas Dominator

Understanding the main components and technological features of the Claas Dominator can help
users optimize their use and maintenance.

- Cutting System
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- Rotary and knife modules designed for clean cuts.
- Adjustable settings for crop type and density.
- Multiple blade configurations for different harvest requirements.

- Feeding and Processing System

- Robust feed rollers to handle various crop consistencies.
- Efficient threshing and chopping mechanisms.
- Optional spreader attachments for manure management.

- Engine and Powertrain

- Modern, eco-friendly engines complying with emission standards.
- Power transfer systems optimized for fuel efficiency.
- Hydraulic systems for smooth operation.

- Control and Monitoring Systems

- Electronic control units for precise operation.
- Onboard diagnostics for easy troubleshooting.
- GPS and telematics integration for fleet management.

- Operator Comfort and Safety

- Ergonomic cabins with adjustable seating.
- Clear visibility and user-friendly interfaces.
- Safety features including emergency stops and guards.

Advantages of Using Claas Dominator

Investing in a Claas Dominator offers numerous benefits that can significantly impact your farming
productivity and profitability.
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Productivity and Efficiency

- High throughput rates enable quick harvesting, saving time.
- Versatile crop handling reduces the need for multiple machines.
- Advanced technology minimizes crop losses.

Durability and Reliability

- Heavy-duty construction withstands tough field conditions.
- Proven track record of minimal breakdowns.
- Long service intervals reduce downtime.

Operational Ease

- Intuitive controls facilitate quick learning.
- Automated features reduce operator fatigue.
- Easy maintenance saves labor and parts costs.

Environmental Benefits

- Eco-efficient engines lower emissions.
- Fuel-saving technologies reduce operating costs.
- Precision harvesting minimizes crop waste.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting for Claas Dominator

Proper maintenance is crucial to ensure the longevity and optimal performance of your Claas
Dominator. Regular checks and timely servicing can prevent costly repairs and downtime.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

- Engine Oil and Filter Changes: Follow manufacturer recommendations.
- Blade and Cutting System Inspection: Replace worn blades and lubricate moving parts.
- Hydraulic System Checks: Monitor fluid levels and inspect hoses.
- Electrical System Diagnostics: Regularly check wiring and sensors.
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Common Issues and Solutions

- Reduced Cutting Performance: Sharpen blades or replace if necessary.
- Unusual Noises: Inspect belts and bearings for wear.
- Hydraulic Leaks: Tighten connections or replace damaged hoses.
- Engine Troubles: Check fuel filters, air filters, and ensure proper fuel quality.

Consult the user manual and authorized service centers for complex repairs or software updates.

Choosing the Right Claas Dominator Model

Selecting the appropriate model depends on your farm size, crop types, and operational budget.

Factors to Consider

- Farm Size and Capacity Needs: Larger farms benefit from high-capacity self-propelled models.
- Crop Diversity: Some models are better suited for specific forage crops.
- Budget Constraints: Pull-type models are typically more affordable.
- Technological Requirements: Decide if advanced automation and GPS guidance are necessary.

Tips for Buyers

- Test the equipment in real field conditions.
- Check for availability of parts and service support.
- Consider resale value and warranty options.
- Opt for certified pre-owned models if budget-constrained.

Where to Buy and How to Maintain Your Claas Dominator

Purchasing a Claas Dominator should be through authorized dealers or trusted agricultural
machinery suppliers. Regular maintenance and proper operation are essential for maximizing your
investment.

Maintenance Tips

- Keep the machine clean and free of debris.
- Follow manufacturer-recommended service schedules.
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- Store the equipment in sheltered areas during off-season.
- Train operators thoroughly to handle all functions safely.

Servicing and Support

- Use genuine Claas parts for repairs.
- Schedule routine inspections with authorized technicians.
- Stay updated on software and firmware upgrades.

Conclusion

The Claas Dominator series remains a cornerstone in forage harvesting technology, combining
durability, efficiency, and innovative features to meet the evolving needs of modern agriculture.
Whether you're considering upgrading your existing equipment or investing in your first forage
harvester, understanding the key aspects of the Claas Dominator can help you make strategic
decisions that boost productivity and ensure long-term success. With continuous advancements and
a strong global support network, the Claas Dominator stands out as a trusted choice for farmers
seeking reliable and high-performance harvesting solutions.

Keywords: Claas Dominator, forage harvester, self-propelled forage harvester, pull-type forage
harvester, crop harvesting technology, agricultural machinery, hay-making equipment, Claas
equipment, forage harvesting solutions, modern farming tools
 
Claas Dominator: The Ultimate Guide to the Classic Combine Harvester

The Claas Dominator series stands as a testament to agricultural innovation and durability,
cherished by farmers and machinery enthusiasts worldwide. Introduced in the mid-20th century, the
Claas Dominator line revolutionized harvesting efficiency, combining robust engineering with
user-friendly features. Whether you're a vintage machinery collector, a farming professional seeking
insights into classic equipment, or simply an enthusiast of agricultural technology, understanding the
Claas Dominator offers valuable insights into the evolution of combine harvesters.

Introduction to the Claas Dominator Series

The Claas Dominator was first launched in the 1950s by Claas, a German manufacturer renowned
for its innovative approach to agricultural machinery. Its design focused on increasing productivity,
reducing grain loss, and improving operator comfort. Over the decades, the Dominator lineup
evolved through various models, each introducing new features and technological advancements.

Why the Claas Dominator Remains Relevant
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Despite being a vintage model today, the Claas Dominator still influences modern combine
harvester design. Its reputation for longevity, ease of maintenance, and effective harvesting
capabilities makes it a sought-after piece of machinery for collectors and small-scale farmers.

Historical Evolution of the Claas Dominator

The Early Models (1950s-1960s)

- Introduction and Design Philosophy: The initial models prioritized simplicity and durability.
- Key Features:
- Basic threshing mechanism
- Mechanical controls
- Wooden or metal frameworks
- Impact on Agriculture: Set new standards for harvesting efficiency in post-war Europe.

The Advances of the 1970s and 1980s

- Technological Upgrades:
- Introduction of more sophisticated threshing and separation systems
- Improved grain cleaning mechanisms
- Design Enhancements:
- Larger grain tanks
- More comfortable operator cabins
- Model Variations: Dominator 76, 86, and 88 series, each with incremental improvements.

The Decline and Legacy

- The late 20th century saw the rise of more modern combine harvesters with electronic controls.
- However, the robustness of the Dominator kept it in use in many regions, especially where

cost-effective and straightforward machinery was preferred.

Key Features and Specifications of the Claas Dominator

Understanding the core features of the Claas Dominator helps appreciate its engineering and
operational efficiency.

Threshing and Separation System
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- Rotor-based Threshing: Many models used a rotor system that provided gentle yet effective
threshing.

- Separation Efficiency: Designed to minimize grain losses and improve throughput.
- Adjustability: Operators could adjust concaves and sieves to optimize performance based on

crop conditions.

Engine and Powertrain

- Engine Types: Typically powered by diesel engines, varying from 4-cylinder to 6-cylinder
configurations depending on the model.

- Power Output: Ranged from approximately 70 to 150 horsepower.
- Transmission: Mechanical gearboxes with multiple gears for varied field conditions.

Grain Handling and Storage

- Grain Tank Capacity: Up to 3,000 liters in later models.
- Unloading Mechanism: Auger-based systems allowing quick transfer to wagons or trucks.
- Cleaning System: Multiple sieves and fan systems to ensure grain quality.

Operator Comfort and Controls

- Cab Design: Early models had minimal cabins, while later versions featured more ergonomic
designs.

- Controls: Mechanical levers, with some models incorporating basic hydraulic adjustments.
- Visibility: Large windows for better operator visibility.

Maintenance and Upkeep

The durability of the Claas Dominator is partly due to its straightforward design, making
maintenance accessible for technicians and operators.

Common Maintenance Tasks

- Regular lubrication of moving parts
- Checking and replacing belts and chains
- Monitoring threshing components for wear
- Engine oil changes and coolant checks
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- Inspection and cleaning of sieves and fans

Spare Parts and Restoration

- Many parts are still available through vintage machinery suppliers.
- Restorers often upgrade worn-out components with modern equivalents for improved reliability.

The Claas Dominator in Modern Agriculture

While modern combines feature electronic controls, GPS guidance, and advanced automation, the
Claas Dominator remains relevant in specific contexts:

- Small-Scale Farming: Its simplicity makes it ideal for farms with limited resources.
- Vintage Machinery Collection: Valued for its historical significance and engineering heritage.
- Educational Purposes: Demonstrates classic harvesting technology.

Challenges and Considerations

- Parts availability can be limited depending on the age and model.
- Less efficient compared to modern harvesters in terms of fuel consumption and capacity.
- Requires skilled operators familiar with mechanical controls.

Collecting and Restoring Claas Dominator Models

For enthusiasts and collectors, restoring a Claas Dominator can be a rewarding project.

Tips for Restoration

- Conduct a thorough assessment of structural integrity.
- Source original or compatible spare parts.
- Document original features before restoration.
- Consider upgrading critical components for safety and reliability.

Joining Community and Support Networks

- Vintage machinery clubs
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- Online forums dedicated to classic agricultural equipment
- Local agricultural museums and exhibitions

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Claas Dominator

The Claas Dominator series exemplifies the ingenuity and resilience of mid-20th-century agricultural
engineering. Its straightforward design, robustness, and efficiency have cemented its status as a
classic in the world of combine harvesters. Whether viewed through the lens of historical
significance, practical application, or collector?s item, the Claas Dominator remains a symbol of
innovation that helped shape modern harvesting techniques. As agriculture continues to evolve, the
Dominator stands as a proud reminder of the foundational technology that paved the way for today's
sophisticated machinery.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the Claas Dominator and what are its main features? The Claas
Dominator is a series of vintage combine harvesters renowned for their durability and efficient grain
harvesting. They feature robust construction, advanced threshing systems for their time, and
user-friendly controls, making them popular among collectors and farmers alike. Which models are
included in the Claas Dominator series? The Claas Dominator series includes several models such
as Dominator 76, 78, 80, and 86, each offering different capacities and technological enhancements
suited for various harvesting needs. Are Claas Dominator harvesters still in production today? No,
the Claas Dominator series was produced primarily from the 1960s to the 1980s. Modern Claas
combines have since replaced these models, but they remain popular among vintage machinery
enthusiasts. What are the advantages of restoring a Claas Dominator today? Restoring a Claas
Dominator allows enthusiasts to preserve agricultural history, enjoy vintage farming machinery, and
sometimes achieve impressive harvest results. Their robust build also makes them relatively easier
to restore compared to more modern machines. Where can I find spare parts for Claas Dominator
harvesters? Spare parts for Claas Dominator harvesters can often be found through vintage
machinery dealers, online marketplaces, specialized agricultural equipment parts suppliers, or
through Claas enthusiast clubs and forums. How does the Claas Dominator compare to other
vintage harvesters? The Claas Dominator is known for its reliable threshing system and ease of
maintenance, often outperforming contemporaries in durability and efficiency. Its simple yet effective
design has made it a favorite among vintage machinery collectors. What is the typical value of a
Claas Dominator on the vintage machinery market? The value of a Claas Dominator varies
depending on its condition, model, and rarity, but they generally range from a few thousand to over
ten thousand USD for well-maintained or fully restored units. Are there any clubs or communities
dedicated to Claas Dominator enthusiasts? Yes, several vintage machinery clubs and online forums
focus on Claas harvesters, including the Dominator series. These communities share restoration
tips, parts sourcing, and organize vintage machinery shows and events. 

 
Related keywords: harvester, agricultural machinery, combine harvester, Claas equipment, farming
equipment, harvest machinery, grain harvesting, Claas Dominator series, farming tools, crop
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harvesting

Claas dominator 85

Claas Dominator 85
 
Claas Dominator 85: A Timeless Classic in Agricultural Machinery
 

claas dominator 85 holds a special place in the history of agricultural
machinery,
 
especially for farmers and enthusiasts who appreciate the blend of durability and
 
e?ciency in combine harvesters. This model, introduced several decades ago, became a
 
workhorse on many farms, known for its robust build and reliable performance. Even
 
today, the Claas Dominator 85 continues to garner respect for its engineering and ability
 
to tackle diverse harvesting conditions.
 

A Brief Overview of the Claas Dominator 85
 
The Claas Dominator 85 is part of the renowned Dominator series produced by Claas, a
 
German manufacturer recognized worldwide for its innovative agricultural equipment.
 
Launched in the late 1970s and early 1980s, the Dominator 85 combined modern
 
technology of its time with practicality, making it a popular choice among medium to
 
large-scale farming operations.
 
Its design focused on maximizing harvesting e?ciency, minimizing grain loss, and
 
providing ease of operation. The model was equipped with a powerful engine, advanced
 
threshing system, and a spacious grain tank, all tailored to support extended hours of
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harvest without frequent stops.
 

Key Features and Speci?cations
 
Understanding what made the Claas Dominator 85 stand out involves looking at its core
 
features:
 
**Engine Power**: The Dominator 85 was powered by a reliable diesel engine, often
 
delivering around 130 to 150 horsepower, enabling it to work steadily in various
 
?eld conditions.
 
**Threshing System**: Featuring a conventional threshing mechanism with
 
adjustable concaves and sieves, it allowed farmers to ?ne-tune the machine for
 
di?erent crop types such as wheat, barley, oats, and even maize.
 
**Grain Tank Capacity**: With a grain tank capacity of approximately 3,000 liters,
 
the combine could operate longer without needing to unload frequently, improving
 
overall productivity.
 
**Cutting Width**: The header width ranged typically from 3 to 4.5 meters,
 
adjustable depending on the model variant and farming needs.
 
**Operator Comfort**: Though not as advanced as modern combines, the Dominator
 
85 o?ered a comfortable cabin for its time, complete with basic controls and
 
visibility enhancements.
 
These speci?cations made it a versatile and dependable machine, able to handle various
 
crops and ?eld sizes with ease.
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Why the Claas Dominator 85 Remains Popular Among Farmers
 
Even decades after its initial release, the Claas Dominator 85 has retained a loyal
 
following. What contributes to its enduring popularity? Let?s explore some reasons why
 
this model is still valued.
 

Durability and Ease of Maintenance
 
One of the standout qualities of the Claas Dominator 85 is its rugged construction. Built
 
with high-quality materials and straightforward mechanical systems, it can withstand the
 
rigors of heavy ?eldwork year after year. Many owners appreciate how easy it is to
 
maintain and repair, especially compared to more complex modern machines.
 
Farmers often ?nd that sourcing spare parts, whether original or aftermarket, remains
 
feasible due to the model?s widespread use in the past. This availability signi?cantly
 
reduces downtime and repair costs, making the Dominator 85 a cost-e?ective choice for
 
those who prefer tried-and-true equipment.
 

Adaptability to Various Crops and Conditions
 
The adjustable threshing and cleaning systems allow the Claas Dominator 85 to work
 
e?ectively across di?erent crop types. Whether harvesting cereals, legumes, or even
 
some root crops, the machine?s settings can be adapted to optimize yield quality and
 
minimize grain damage.
 
Additionally, its robust build and engine power enable it to operate in challenging ?eld
 
conditions, such as uneven terrain or damp soil, situations where some modern machines
 
might struggle or require additional technology.
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Operating and Maintaining the Claas Dominator 85
 
For anyone considering using or restoring a Claas Dominator 85, understanding its
 
operation and maintenance requirements is essential to getting the best performance
 
from this classic combine.
 

Basic Operation Tips
 
**Pre-Season Inspection**: Before the harvest season begins, thoroughly inspect
 
belts, chains, and bearings. Replace or lubricate worn components to avoid
 
breakdowns during critical periods.
 
**Adjusting Settings**: Spend time calibrating the concave clearance, sieve
 
openings, and fan speed based on the speci?c crop and ?eld conditions. This
 
ensures e?cient threshing and cleaning, reducing grain losses.
 
**Regular Cleaning**: Keep the machine clean, especially the grain tank and
 
cleaning sieves, to prevent clogging and contamination.
 
**Monitor Fuel and Hydraulic Systems**: Check fuel ?lters and hydraulic lines
 
regularly to maintain smooth operation.
 

Maintenance and Repairs
 
Regular maintenance is vital to prolong the lifespan of the Claas Dominator 85. Key
 
maintenance tasks include:
 
**Engine Servicing**: Change oil and ?lters on schedule, and inspect the cooling
 
system to prevent overheating.
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**Threshing Drum and Concave**: Inspect for wear and damage; replace worn parts
 
to maintain threshing e?ciency.
 
**Belts and Chains**: Tension and alignment should be checked frequently to avoid
 
unexpected failures.
 
**Electrical Components**: Check wiring and connectors, especially around the
 
operator?s cabin, for any signs of corrosion or damage.
 
Many farmers who have used the Dominator 85 for years recommend keeping a stock of
 
essential spare parts to ensure swift repairs during peak harvest times.
 

Comparing Claas Dominator 85 to Modern Combines
 
While the Claas Dominator 85 was cutting-edge in its era, agricultural machinery has
 
evolved signi?cantly since its introduction. It?s interesting to compare this classic model
 
with contemporary combines to understand where it ?ts today.
 
Modern combines often feature GPS guidance, automated steering systems, yield
 
mapping, and advanced electronic controls that optimize harvesting performance with
 
minimal operator input. They also tend to have larger grain tanks, more powerful engines,
 
and enhanced fuel e?ciency.
 
However, the Claas Dominator 85 o?ers some unique advantages:
 
**Simplicity**: Its mechanical systems are easier to understand and repair without
 
needing specialized diagnostic tools.
 
**A?ordability**: Used models can cost a fraction of newer machines, making it
 
accessible for smaller farms or those with budget constraints.
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**Proven Reliability**: Decades of proven performance provide con?dence in its
 
capabilities.
 
For farms that do not require the latest technology or are operating in regions where high-
 
tech support is limited, the Dominator 85 remains a practical and e?ective option.
 

Restoring and Collecting Claas Dominator 85 Models
 
The Claas Dominator 85 has also found a place among agricultural machinery collectors
 
and restoration enthusiasts. Restoring these combines can be a rewarding project,
 
preserving a piece of farming history while creating a functional machine.
 
Restoration projects typically involve:
 
**Engine Overhaul**: Rebuilding or replacing engine components to bring the
 
combine back to operational status.
 
**Bodywork and Paint**: Repairing rust or damage and applying authentic Claas
 
green and white paint schemes.
 
**Cabin Refurbishment**: Restoring controls, seats, and glass for safety and
 
comfort.
 
**Upgrading Components**: Some restorers install modern lighting or hydraulic
 
systems to improve usability without compromising originality.
 
Communities and clubs dedicated to Claas machinery often provide valuable resources
 
and support for those interested in maintaining or restoring the Dominator 85.
 

The Legacy of the Claas Dominator 85 in Agriculture
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Looking back, the Claas Dominator 85 played a signi?cant role in the mechanization of
 
farming during a pivotal era. Its balance of power, simplicity, and adaptability helped
 
countless farmers increase their productivity and e?ciency.
 
Even as agricultural technology has advanced, the Dominator 85 stands as a testament to
 
e?ective engineering and timeless design. Whether still actively used in ?elds, resting as
 
a collector?s item, or admired as part of farming heritage, this combine harvester
 
continues to leave a mark on the agricultural world.
 
For those interested in classic farm machinery or seeking reliable equipment that
 
combines function with a touch of nostalgia, the Claas Dominator 85 remains an excellent
 
example worth exploring.
 

Question
 

Answer
 
What are the key features of
 
the Claas Dominator 85
 
combine harvester?
 
The Claas Dominator 85 features a powerful engine,
 
e?cient threshing system, large grain tank capacity, and
 
robust build quality, making it suitable for medium to
 
large-scale farming operations.
 
What type of crops can the
 
Claas Dominator 85
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e?ciently harvest?
 
The Claas Dominator 85 is designed to e?ciently harvest
 
a variety of cereal crops including wheat, barley, oats,
 
rye, and maize.
 
What is the engine power of
 
the Claas Dominator 85?
 
The Claas Dominator 85 is typically equipped with an
 
engine producing around 150 to 160 horsepower,
 
providing su?cient power for demanding harvesting
 
tasks.
 
How does the threshing
 
system of the Claas
 
Dominator 85 work?
 
The Claas Dominator 85 uses a conventional threshing
 
system with a rotating drum and concave, which
 
separates grain from the crop e?ciently while minimizing
 
grain damage.
 
What is the grain tank
 
capacity of the Claas
 
Dominator 85?
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The grain tank capacity of the Claas Dominator 85 is
 
approximately 3,600 to 4,000 liters, allowing for longer
 
operation times before unloading.
 
Is the Claas Dominator 85
 
suitable for small farms?
 
While the Claas Dominator 85 is versatile, it is better
 
suited for medium to large farms due to its size and
 
capacity, although smaller farms can bene?t if they have
 
extensive cereal crops.
 
What are common
 
maintenance tips for the
 
Claas Dominator 85?
 
Regularly check and clean the air ?lters, inspect the
 
threshing components for wear, lubricate moving parts,
 
and ensure the grain tank and unloading systems are
 
functioning properly to maintain optimal performance.
 
How does the Claas
 
Dominator 85 compare to
 
newer Claas combine
 
models?
 
Compared to newer models, the Claas Dominator 85 may
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lack advanced technological features such as GPS
 
guidance and automated settings but remains reliable
 
and e?ective for conventional harvesting needs.
 
Where can I ?nd spare parts
 
for the Claas Dominator 85?
 
Spare parts for the Claas Dominator 85 can be found
 
through authorized Claas dealers, specialized agricultural
 
machinery parts suppliers, and online marketplaces
 
dedicated to farm equipment.
 
Claas Dominator 85: A Detailed Examination of a Classic Combine Harvester
 

claas dominator 85 stands as a notable model within the history of combine
harvesters,
 
re?ecting both the engineering prowess and agricultural demands of its era. As farming
 
technology evolved, the Claas Dominator series, particularly the 85 variant, gained
 
recognition for its robust construction and reliable performance. This article delves into
 
the technical speci?cs, operational strengths, and legacy of the Claas Dominator 85,
 
o?ering an analytical perspective suited for agricultural professionals, equipment
 
collectors, and machinery enthusiasts alike.
 

Understanding the Claas Dominator 85
 
The Claas Dominator 85 was introduced during the late 1970s and early 1980s, a period
 
marked by signi?cant advancements in agricultural mechanization. This combine
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harvester was designed to address the growing needs of medium to large-scale farms,
 
featuring a balance between power, e?ciency, and versatility. It belongs to the broader
 
Claas Dominator range, which has been pivotal in establishing Claas as a leading
 
manufacturer in the global agricultural machinery market.
 

Technical Speci?cations and Performance
 
At the heart of the Claas Dominator 85 lies a diesel engine delivering approximately 130
 
to 140 horsepower, depending on the speci?c model year and con?guration. This
 
powertrain enabled the machine to handle a variety of crops including wheat, barley, oats,
 
and maize with relative ease. The combine?s threshing system was engineered to optimize
 
grain separation while minimizing losses, a critical factor for maximizing yield during
 
harvest season.
 
Key technical highlights include:
 

Engine: Four-cylinder diesel, around 7 liters displacement
 
1.
 

Threshing drum width: Approximately 1.2 meters
 
2.
 

Grain tank capacity: Roughly 3,000 liters
 
3.
 

Working width: Headers ranging from 3.5 to 4.5 meters
 
4.
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Weight: Approximately 6,000 to 7,000 kilograms
 
5.
 
These speci?cations positioned the Dominator 85 as a versatile machine capable of
 
maintaining steady throughput rates while operating under varying ?eld conditions.
 

Operational Strengths and E?ciency
 
One of the de?ning features of the Claas Dominator 85 was its reliability. The mechanical
 
systems were built with simplicity and durability in mind, which reduced downtime and
 
facilitated easier maintenance in the ?eld. Farmers appreciated the ease of servicing
 
components such as the threshing cylinder, sieves, and grain elevator.
 
Additionally, the machine?s balance between power and fuel consumption made it
 
economically viable for many operations. Unlike larger, more complex combines, the
 
Dominator 85 did not demand excessive fuel, which was a signi?cant consideration during
 
periods of ?uctuating fuel prices.
 
Moreover, the operator cabin, while modest by today?s standards, o?ered su?cient
 
visibility and control ergonomics to reduce operator fatigue during long harvesting days.
 
The mechanical controls were straightforward, allowing both seasoned and less
 
experienced operators to achieve e?ective results without a steep learning curve.
 

Comparative Insights: Claas Dominator 85 Versus Contemporary
 

Models
 
When comparing the Claas Dominator 85 to other combine harvesters from the same era,
 
several points emerge that highlight its market position.
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Versus John Deere 1055
 
The John Deere 1055, a comparable machine in terms of horsepower and capacity, shared
 
similarities with the Dominator 85 but di?ered in design philosophy. While the John Deere
 
emphasized more advanced hydraulic systems, Claas favored mechanical reliability. The
 
Dominator 85 often outperformed the 1055 in harsh ?eld environments due to its simpler,
 
more rugged build, although the John Deere o?ered slightly better operator comfort and
 
automation features.
 

Versus New Holland TR70
 
The New Holland TR70 was another rival, boasting technological innovations like improved
 
threshing systems and larger grain tanks. However, the Dominator 85 maintained an edge
 
in terms of fuel e?ciency and ease of maintenance. For farmers prioritizing minimal
 
service interruptions and operating costs, the Claas model was frequently the preferred
 
choice.
 

Legacy and Modern-Day Relevance
 
Despite being over four decades old, the Claas Dominator 85 holds a respected place in
 
agricultural machinery heritage. Many units remain operational today, especially in
 
regions where smaller farms require dependable harvesters without the complexity of
 
modern digital systems. Its parts availability and straightforward mechanics contribute to
 
its longevity in service.
 
Collectors and vintage machinery enthusiasts also value the Dominator 85 for its iconic
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design and the role it played in mechanizing European agriculture. Restoration projects
 
often highlight the machine?s sturdy frame and ease of refurbishment compared to more
 
electronically sophisticated modern combines.
 

Pros and Cons of the Claas Dominator 85
 
Understanding the advantages and limitations of the Claas Dominator 85 provides deeper
 
insight into why it succeeded and where it faced challenges.
 

Pros
 

Robust construction: Built to endure demanding harvesting conditions with
 
1.
 
minimal breakdowns.
 

Fuel e?ciency: Lower fuel consumption relative to power output for its time.
 
2.
 

Ease of maintenance: Mechanical simplicity allowed quick repairs and minimal
 
3.
 
specialized tools.
 

Versatility: Capable of processing multiple crop types e?ectively.
 
4.
 

Operator-friendly controls: Intuitive layout that reduced training needs.
 
5.
 

Cons
 

Limited automation: Lacked advanced features found in later combines such as
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1.
 
computerized yield monitoring.
 

Smaller grain tank: Required more frequent unloading in large-scale operations.
 
2.
 

Comfort levels: Operator cabin was basic, lacking climate control and modern
 
3.
 
ergonomics.
 

Header compatibility: Less adaptable to very wide headers compared to newer
 
4.
 
models.
 

Conclusion: The Claas Dominator 85?s Place in Agricultural
 

History
 
The Claas Dominator 85 exempli?es a period when agricultural machinery balanced
 
traditional mechanical engineering with emerging e?ciency demands. Its design catered
 
e?ectively to the needs of medium-sized farms seeking a dependable combine harvester
 
without the complexity and cost of cutting-edge technology.
 
For those investigating vintage agricultural equipment or considering a reliable used
 
combine for smaller-scale harvesting, the Dominator 85 remains a compelling candidate.
 
Its enduring functionality and reputation underscore Claas?s commitment to producing
 
machines that stand the test of time, blending performance with practical maintenance
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considerations.
 
In the broader context of agricultural machinery evolution, the Claas Dominator 85 serves
 
as a benchmark for how harvesting technology progressed from purely mechanical
 
systems toward today?s digitally integrated solutions. It remains a testament to
 
engineering that prioritized dependability and user accessibility, values that continue to
 
resonate in modern farm equipment design.
 
claas dominator 85 parts, claas dominator 85 speci?cations, claas dominator 85 for sale,
 
claas dominator 85 combine, claas dominator 85 engine, claas dominator 85 manual,
 
claas dominator 85 price, claas dominator 85 maintenance, claas dominator 85
 
harvesting, claas dominator 85 tractor

Read the full article online: Claas Dominator 85
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