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successful writing upper intermediate level teach is a pivotal goal for educators aiming to
elevate their students' writing skills to a proficient and confident stage. At this level, learners are
expected to produce well-structured, coherent, and engaging texts that demonstrate a good
command of vocabulary, grammar, and style. Achieving success in teaching upper intermediate
writing requires a strategic approach that combines effective methodologies, targeted practice, and
ongoing assessment. This article provides a comprehensive guide on how to successfully teach
upper intermediate writing, ensuring students develop the necessary skills to excel in academic,
professional, and personal communication.

Understanding the Upper Intermediate Writing Level

Before diving into teaching strategies, it is essential to understand what characterizes the upper
intermediate writing level.

Key Features of Upper Intermediate Writing

- Use of varied sentence structures and complex grammar
- Extended texts with clear organization and coherence

- Rich vocabulary that enhances expression

- Ability to develop ideas with supporting details

- Proper use of paragraphing and cohesive devices

- Writing for different purposes and audiences

Recognizing these features helps teachers tailor their lessons to meet the specific needs of learners
at this stage.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Upper Intermediate Writing

Teaching upper intermediate writing effectively involves a combination of pedagogical practices that
promote active learning, critical thinking, and autonomous writing.

1. Focused Skill Development

To advance students' writing abilities, target specific skills such as:
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- Paragraph structure and development

- Transitions and cohesive devices

- Vocabulary expansion and appropriate register
- Grammar accuracy and variety

- Thesis statements and argument development

Design lessons that progressively build these skills through activities like sentence combining,
paragraph rewriting, and peer review.

2. Emphasize Genre and Purpose

Upper intermediate writers should be familiar with various text genres, including:
- Essays and opinion pieces
- Reports and summaries
- Letters and emails

- Narratives and descriptive texts

Teach students how to adapt their writing style according to the purpose and audience, providing
authentic examples and modeling.

3. Use of Authentic Materials
Incorporate real-world texts such as newspaper articles, blogs, and academic essays to expose
students to diverse writing styles and vocabularies. Analyzing these materials helps learners
understand structure, tone, and language use.
4. Practice with Clear Feedback
Regular writing assignments should be accompanied by constructive feedback focusing on:

- Content and idea development

- Organization and coherence

- Language accuracy and vocabulary

- Mechanics and formatting

Encourage self-editing and peer review to foster critical self-awareness.

5. Incorporate Technology and Online Resources



SUCCESSFUL WRITING UPPER INTERMEDIATE LEVEL TEACH Printable PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 11

Leverage digital tools such as:

- Grammar and style checkers (e.g., Grammarly)

- Collaborative writing platforms (e.g., Google Docs)
- Online thesauruses and vocabulary builders

- Writing prompts and interactive exercises

These resources make learning engaging and accessible.

Designing a Successful Upper Intermediate Writing Curriculum
A well-structured curriculum guides students from basic to advanced writing skills systematically.
Curriculum Components

- Introduction to Academic and Formal Writing

- Developing Coherent Paragraphs

- Mastering Essay Structures (introduction, body, conclusion)

- Enhancing Vocabulary and Style

- Practicing Different Writing Genres

- Editing and Proofreading Techniques

- Preparing for Standardized Tests and Real-World Writing Tasks

Each component should include specific learning objectives, relevant activities, and assessment
methods.

Sample Weekly Lesson Plan

| Week | Focus Area | Activities | Assessment |

R e R |

| 1 | Paragraph Development | Writing descriptive paragraphs | Peer review and instructor feedback |
| 2 | Coherence and Cohesion | Using linking words and connectors | Short writing exercises |

| 3 | Essay Structure | Planning and drafting essays | Final essay submission |

| 4 | Vocabulary Expansion | Synonyms, collocations | Vocabulary quizzes |
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| 5 | Editing Skills | Self and peer editing | Revised drafts |

This structured approach ensures steady progress and comprehensive skill acquisition.

Assessing Upper Intermediate Writing Skills

Assessment is crucial to monitor progress and identify areas needing improvement.

Types of Assessment

- Formative Assessments: Regular quizzes, drafts, peer reviews
- Summative Assessments: Final essays, reports, portfolios

- Self-Assessment: Reflection journals and checklists

- Peer Assessment: Collaborative editing and feedback sessions

Provide clear rubrics focusing on content, organization, language, and mechanics. Use assessment
results to adapt teaching strategies and provide targeted interventions.

Supporting Student Motivation and Confidence

Upper intermediate learners often face challenges related to self-doubt and plateauing progress. To
keep students motivated:

- Set achievable goals and celebrate milestones

- Encourage autonomous learning through writing challenges

- Create a supportive classroom environment for sharing and feedback

- Expose students to successful writers and real-world writing opportunities

Building confidence is key to fostering independent and lifelong writers.
Additional Resources for Teachers
To enhance teaching practices, educators can utilize:

- Professional development courses on advanced writing instruction

- Teaching guides and textbooks tailored to upper intermediate learners

- Online forums and communities for sharing ideas and resources
- Academic journals on language teaching methodologies
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Constant professional growth translates into more effective teaching and better student outcomes.

Conclusion

Successfully teaching upper intermediate writing requires a comprehensive understanding of the
skill level, strategic lesson planning, diverse practice activities, and ongoing assessment. By
focusing on skill development, genre awareness, authentic materials, and fostering motivation,
educators can guide their students toward confident, coherent, and compelling writing. Emphasizing
feedback and reflection further supports continuous improvement. With dedication and the right
resources, teachers can make a significant impact on their students? writing abilities, preparing
them for academic success and effective communication in various contexts.

Implementing these strategies will not only enhance students' writing skills but also cultivate critical
thinking, creativity, and confidence?key attributes for successful writers at the upper intermediate
level.

Successful Writing for Upper Intermediate Learners: A Comprehensive Guide for Teachers

Effective teaching of writing at the upper intermediate level is both a challenge and an opportunity.
This stage in language acquisition bridges the gap between foundational skills and advanced
mastery, demanding a huanced approach that develops learners' ability to express complex ideas
with clarity, coherence, and style. As educators, our goal is to cultivate confident, independent
writers capable of handling diverse genres and purposes. This detailed review explores essential
strategies, activities, and assessment techniques to facilitate successful writing instruction at this
level.

Understanding the Upper Intermediate Writing Stage

Before designing lessons, it?s crucial to understand the characteristics and needs of upper
intermediate learners.

Key Features of Upper Intermediate Learners

- Vocabularies and Grammar: Possess a broad vocabulary and a good command of grammatical
structures, but may struggle with nuance, style, and coherence.

- Writing Complexity: Can produce texts that are more detailed and structured but often lack
cohesion and variety.

- Goals: Aim to write with clarity, precision, and a degree of sophistication, catering to academic,
professional, or personal contexts.
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Common Challenges

- Maintaining coherence across longer texts

- Using appropriate register and tone

- Organizing ideas logically

- Incorporating varied sentence structures

- Achieving accuracy in grammar and vocabulary

Core Principles of Teaching Successful Writing

Teaching writing effectively at this level requires a strategic approach grounded in certain core
principles:

- Process-Oriented Approach: Emphasize drafting, peer review, and revision rather than just final
product.

- Genre Awareness: Familiarize students with different genres (e.g., essays, reports, emalils,
narratives) and their conventions.

- Focus on Coherence and Cohesion: Teach linking devices, paragraph structure, and logical
progression.

- Vocabulary and Style Development: Encourage variety, precision, and appropriateness in
language.

- Feedback and Self-Reflection: Provide constructive feedback and promote learner
self-assessment.

Designing Effective Writing Lessons

Successful writing instruction involves a combination of targeted activities, scaffolded tasks, and
meaningful practice.

1. Pre-Writing Activities

- Brainstorming Sessions: Use mind maps or lists to activate prior knowledge.

- Discussion Prompts: Stimulate ideas through pair or group discussions.

- Vocabulary Building: Introduce key words and phrases relevant to the writing task.

- Genre Analysis: Examine sample texts to understand structure, tone, and language.

2. Guided Writing Practice
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- Model Texts: Analyze high-quality samples, highlighting features.

- Sentence Combining: Practice linking ideas smoothly within sentences.

- Structured Outlines: Use graphic organizers to plan content.

- Sentence Starters and Connectors: Provide phrases to aid coherence.
3. Independent Writing Tasks

- Assign tasks with clear instructions but allow room for creativity.

- Encourage students to apply learned techniques.

- Set achievable goals for each session (e.g., focus on paragraph cohesion, lexical variety).
4. Revision and Editing

- Teach editing strategies: checking for coherence, grammar, punctuation, and vocabulary.

- Use peer review sessions to foster collaborative learning.

- Incorporate self-assessment checklists.

5. Final Draft and Reflection

- Have students produce polished versions.

- Reflect on the writing process?what worked, what was challenging, and areas for improvement.
Effective Activities and Techniques for Upper Intermediate Writing
Engagement and relevance are key to fostering successful writing skills.

Genre-Based Writing Tasks

- Academic Essays: Practice thesis statements, argument development, and referencing.

- Business Correspondence: Write formal emails, memos, and reports.

- Narrative and Descriptive Texts: Develop storytelling skills and imagery.

- Opinion Pieces: Express viewpoints with supporting arguments.

Skill-Focused Exercises

- Cohesion Devices Practice: Fill-in-the-blank exercises with linking words.
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- Sentence Combining: Merge simple sentences into complex ones.

- Vocabulary Expansion Tasks: Synonym replacement, collocation exercises.

- Error Correction: Spot and correct common mistakes.
Technology-Enhanced Activities
- Use online platforms for collaborative writing (e.g., Google Docs).
- Incorporate multimedia prompts to inspire writing.
- Utilize apps for grammar and vocabulary practice.
Peer Review and Collaborative Writing
- Promote peer editing to develop critical analysis.

- Encourage group projects to simulate real-world writing tasks.
- Facilitate discussions about stylistic choices and coherence.

Assessment and Feedback Strategies

Vol. 2023, Issue 11

Assessment at the upper intermediate level should be holistic, focusing on content, organization,

language, and mechanics.

Types of Assessment

- Formative Assessment: Ongoing feedback during the writing process.
- Summative Assessment: Final evaluation of completed texts.

- Self-Assessment: Encourage learners to reflect on their work.

- Peer Assessment: Foster critical thinking and collaborative learning.

Providing Constructive Feedback
- Highlight strengths before addressing areas for improvement.
- Use specific, actionable comments.
- Focus on content organization, coherence, vocabulary, and accuracy.

- Balance praise and suggestions to motivate learners.

Using Rubrics Effectively
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- Develop clear criteria covering task achievement, coherence, language use, and mechanics.
- Share rubrics with students beforehand to clarify expectations.
- Use them as a basis for both assessment and self-evaluation.

Integrating Cultural and Contextual Elements

To make writing instruction engaging and meaningful, incorporate cultural awareness and real-world
contexts.

- Use authentic materials like articles, letters, and reports relevant to learners? interests.
- Discuss stylistic differences across genres and cultures.

- Encourage writing about familiar topics to build confidence.

- Include multilingual considerations for learners from diverse backgrounds.

Supporting Learner Autonomy and Motivation

Fostering independence in writing leads to sustained improvement.

- Encourage goal-setting and self-monitoring.

- Provide opportunities for choice in topics and genres.
- Use portfolios for students to track progress over time.
- Celebrate successful pieces to boost confidence.

Conclusion: Building Successful Writers

Teaching successful writing at the upper intermediate level involves a nuanced blend of explicit
instruction, meaningful practice, constructive feedback, and learner autonomy. By understanding
learners? needs, employing varied activities, and fostering a supportive environment, teachers can
guide students toward becoming confident, versatile writers capable of tackling diverse tasks with
clarity and style. This comprehensive approach not only improves writing skills but also cultivates
critical thinking and self-expression?key qualities of effective communicators in today?s
interconnected world.

QuestionAnswer What are effective strategies for teaching successful writing at the upper
intermediate level? Effective strategies include focusing on paragraph structure, incorporating varied
vocabulary, practicing cohesion and coherence, providing model texts, and offering regular
feedback to help students develop their writing skills. How can teachers help upper intermediate
students improve their essay writing skills? Teachers can help by teaching essay organization,
guiding students in thesis development, encouraging use of linking devices, and providing
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opportunities for peer review and revision to enhance clarity and argumentation. What role does
vocabulary development play in successful upper intermediate writing instruction? Vocabulary
development is crucial as it enables students to express ideas more precisely and creatively,
enriching their writing and allowing for more sophisticated expression suitable for upper intermediate
levels. How can technology be integrated into teaching successful writing at the upper intermediate
level? Technology can be integrated through digital writing platforms, online grammar and
vocabulary tools, multimedia presentations, and collaborative writing apps, making the learning
process more engaging and interactive. What common challenges do upper intermediate students
face when improving their writing, and how can teachers address them? Common challenges
include limited vocabulary, difficulty with coherence, and grammatical errors. Teachers can address
these by targeted vocabulary exercises, teaching cohesive devices, and providing personalized
grammar feedback. How important is feedback in teaching successful writing at the upper
intermediate level? Feedback is vital as it guides students to recognize their strengths and areas for
improvement, fostering self-editing skills and helping them produce more polished, effective writing.

Related keywords: successful writing, upper intermediate, writing skills, teaching writing, writing

strategies, language teaching, intermediate writing, writing development, classroom writing, effective
writing instruction

WRITING AND ACROSS THE CURRICULUM BEHRENS

Writing And Across The Curriculum Behrens

Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens: Enhancing Student Learning Through
Integrated Writing

writing and across the curriculum behrens is a concept that has gained
signi?cant

attention in educational circles, particularly for its role in promoting literacy and critical
thinking skills across various subject areas. The approach, inspired in part by educators
and authors like Behrens, encourages teachers to embed writing assignments and

activities within all disciplines, not just language arts. This integration helps students
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develop a deeper understanding of content while simultaneously improving their writing
abilities. In this article, we?ll explore the principles behind writing across the curriculum as
emphasized by Behrens, the bene?ts of this approach, and practical strategies for
implementation.

The Philosophy Behind Writing Across the Curriculum Behrens

Writing across the curriculum (WAC) is more than just assigning essays or reports in
di?erent classes. At its core, it?s about using writing as a tool to enhance learning and
comprehension in every subject. Behrens, a notable ?gure in educational writing
strategies, highlights the importance of making writing an integral part of all disciplines to
help students articulate their understanding and engage critically with content.

According to Behrens, writing serves multiple functions in education:

It reinforces content knowledge by encouraging students to process and synthesize
information.

It develops critical thinking as students analyze concepts and present arguments.

It cultivates communication skills necessary for academic and professional success.

By weaving writing into science, history, math, and even art classes, educators create
opportunities for students to interact with material actively rather than passively
absorbing facts.

Why Writing Across the Curriculum Matters

Many educators recognize the value of writing across the curriculum because of its broad

impact on student learning outcomes. Here?s why incorporating writing in various subjects
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is essential:

1. Deepens Understanding of Subject Matter

Writing forces students to organize their thoughts clearly. When students explain a
scienti?c process or historical event in their own words, they must comprehend the
material fully. This re?ective practice leads to better retention and mastery of the subject.
2. Builds Transferable Skills

The ability to write e?ectively transcends disciplines. When students practice writing in
di?erent contexts, they develop versatile communication skills that will bene?t them in
college, careers, and everyday life.

3. Encourages Critical Thinking and Analysis

Writing tasks often require students to evaluate information, draw connections, and justify
their reasoning. This analytical process enhances higher-order thinking skills, which are
vital for success in any ?eld.

4. Supports Diverse Learning Styles

Some students express their understanding better through writing than through oral
presentations or multiple-choice tests. Providing varied opportunities to demonstrate
knowledge helps meet the needs of diverse learners.

Implementing Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens

Strategies

Recognizing the importance of writing across the curriculum is one thing; putting it into
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practice e?ectively is another. Behrens? approach o?ers practical guidance for teachers
seeking to integrate writing seamlessly into their lesson plans.

Start Small and Build Con?dence

For teachers new to WAC, beginning with brief writing activities can ease both educators
and students into the process. Journals, quick re?ections, or exit tickets related to daily
lessons are low-pressure ways to encourage writing.

Use Writing to Support Di?erent Learning Objectives

Writing assignments should align with the goals of each discipline. For example:

In science, students might write lab reports or explain hypotheses.

In social studies, they could analyze primary sources or craft persuasive essays

about historical events.

Math classes can incorporate writing by asking students to describe problem-solving
strategies or justify answers in words.

Provide Clear Writing Prompts and Expectations

Ambiguous instructions can frustrate students. Behrens emphasizes the importance of
clear, focused prompts that guide students on what to write and how to approach the
task. Rubrics or checklists can also clarify expectations and make assessment more
transparent.

Encourage Process-Oriented Writing

Writing

is
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not

just

about

the

?nal

product.

Emphasizing

the

writing

process?brainstorming, drafting, revising, and editing?helps students re?ne their ideas
and improve clarity. Peer reviews and teacher feedback play critical roles in this
development.

Examples of Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens in Action
To illustrate how writing across the curriculum looks in practice, consider the following
examples inspired by Behrens? methods:

Science: After conducting a plant growth experiment, students write a detailed

report explaining their procedures, results, and conclusions, using scienti?c
terminology accurately.

History: Students write a diary entry from the perspective of a historical ?gure,
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integrating factual information and creative interpretation.

Mathematics: Learners explain step-by-step how they solved a complex
equation,

3.

fostering both understanding and communication skills.

English Language Arts: Students analyze a poem and compose an essay
4,

discussing its themes and literary devices.

These activities not only reinforce content knowledge but also encourage students to
become more thoughtful, articulate learners.

Overcoming Challenges in Writing Across the Curriculum

While the bene?ts of writing across the curriculum are clear, teachers may face obstacles
when trying to implement these practices.

Time Constraints and Curriculum Demands

Teachers often worry about ?tting writing assignments into already packed lesson plans.
One solution is integrating short, focused writing tasks that complement lessons rather
than compete with them.

Varied Student Writing Abilities

Students come with di?erent levels of writing pro?ciency. O?ering di?erentiated support,

such as graphic organizers or sentence starters, can help less con?dent writers engage
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more fully.

Assessment Concerns

Some educators hesitate to assign writing because grading can be time-consuming.
Utilizing peer assessments, rubrics, and digital tools can streamline evaluation while
providing meaningful feedback.

The Role of Technology in Supporting Writing Across the

Curriculum Behrens

In today?s classrooms, technology o?ers innovative ways to enhance writing across the
curriculum. Digital platforms enable students to write collaboratively, receive instant
feedback, and publish their work to authentic audiences.

Tools like Google Docs facilitate peer editing and teacher comments, making the revision
process more interactive. Blogs and multimedia presentations allow students to combine
writing with visuals, appealing to di?erent learning styles and increasing engagement.
Behrens? philosophy embraces these modern tools as extensions of traditional writing
practices, helping educators meet the demands of 21st-century learning environments.
Encouraging a Writing Culture Across All Subjects

Creating a school-wide culture that values writing in every discipline requires collaboration
among educators. Professional development focused on writing instruction, sharing
successful strategies, and consistent communication can foster this environment.

When students see writing consistently emphasized, regardless of subject, they begin to

recognize its importance and develop greater con?dence in their abilities. This shift
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contributes to improved academic performance and a lifelong appreciation for e?ective
communication.

Writing and across the curriculum Behrens is not just a teaching strategy; it?s a mindset
that invites educators and students to explore knowledge through expression. By
incorporating writing thoughtfully across disciplines, schools prepare learners for complex
thinking and articulate expression?skills that will serve them well beyond the classroom.
Question

Answer

Who is Behrens in the

context of writing and

across the curriculum?

Behrens refers Judith Behrens, an author known for her

work on writing strategies and integrating writing

instruction across di?erent subject areas in K-12

education.

What is the main idea of

Behrens' approach to

writing across the

curriculum?

Behrens advocates for teaching writing as a fundamental
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skill that supports learning in all subject areas,

encouraging educators to incorporate writing activities

that enhance critical thinking and understanding.

How does Behrens suggest

teachers implement writing

across the curriculum?

Behrens recommends that teachers collaborate to design

writing assignments relevant to their subject matter, use

writing to reinforce content knowledge, and provide

students with varied writing opportunities beyond

traditional essays.

What are some bene?ts of

writing across the

curriculum according to

Behrens?

According to Behrens, writing across the curriculum helps

students improve communication skills, deepen

comprehension of subject material, develop critical

thinking, and prepare for real-world literacy demands.

Does Behrens provide

speci?c writing strategies

Vol. 2023, Issue 11
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for di?erent subjects?

Yes, Behrens o7?ers tailored strategies such as writing lab
reports in science, re?ective journals in social studies, and
problem-solving explanations in math to make writing
meaningful across disciplines.

How has Behrens' work

in?uenced current

educational practices in

writing instruction?

Behrens' work has contributed to the widespread adoption
of writing across the curriculum programs, emphasizing
writing as a learning tool in all subjects, and encouraging
interdisciplinary collaboration among teachers.

Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens: An Analytical Perspective on Integrating

Writing in Diverse Educational Disciplines

Vol. 2023, Issue 11

writing and across the curriculum behrens stands as a pivotal concept in

contemporary education, emphasizing the integration of writing instruction beyond

traditional language arts classrooms. The work and methodologies associated with

Behrens provide educators and curriculum designers with a framework to embed writing

skills across various subject areas, fostering critical thinking, communication, and deeper
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understanding among students. This article delves into the signi?cance of writing across
the curriculum (WAC), examining Behrens? contributions and exploring how writing can be
e?ectively incorporated into diverse educational contexts.

Understanding Writing Across the Curriculum: Behrens?

Contributions

Writing across the curriculum, as championed by Behrens, is an educational approach that
advocates for the use of writing assignments and activities in all subject areas, not just
English or language arts. Behrens, a recognized ?gure in composition and rhetoric studies,
highlights the role of writing as a tool for learning, rather than merely a means of
assessment. His perspective encourages educators to consider writing as a cognitive
process that enhances students? engagement with content, enabling them to organize,
analyze, and synthesize information across disciplines.

Behrens? approach often underscores the versatility of writing forms?ranging from
re?ective journals to research papers and technical reports?tailored to meet the

demands of di?erent academic ?elds. This adaptability is critical in promoting writing as a
skill that supports and enriches learning beyond rote memorization or surface-level
understanding.

The Educational Landscape and Writing Integration

The integration of writing into various curricula aligns with broader educational goals,
including critical literacy, student-centered learning, and interdisciplinary connections.

Behrens? frameworks stress that writing tasks should re?ect authentic disciplinary
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practices, allowing students to engage with content in ways that mirror real-world
applications.

For example, in science classes, writing lab reports not only assesses comprehension but
also cultivates clarity in communication and the ability to document experimental
processes. In social studies, analytical essays encourage students to evaluate sources and
form reasoned arguments. Behrens advocates for such purposeful writing assignments to
be standard practice across subjects, thereby reinforcing writing as a vital academic and
professional skill.

Key Features of Behrens? Writing Across the Curriculum

Approach

Behrens? work on writing across the curriculum is distinguished by several core features
that educators and curriculum developers ?nd invaluable:

Writing as a Learning Tool: Emphasizing writing?s role in helping students

process and internalize new information.

Discipline-Speci?c Writing: Recognizing that writing styles and conventions
vary

2.
by ?eld, requiring tailored instruction.

Process-Oriented Writing: Promoting drafting, revision, and re?ection rather
than
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focusing solely on the ?nal product.

Collaborative Writing Activities: Encouraging peer feedback and group projects
4,

to enhance learning outcomes.

Assessment for Learning: Utilizing writing as a formative assessment tool to
S.

guide instruction and support student growth.

These features collectively contribute to a holistic understanding of writing, shifting the
paradigm from writing as mere output to writing as an integral part of cognitive

development.

Advantages of Implementing Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens
Models

Adopting Behrens? principles in cross-disciplinary writing instruction o?ers several notable
bene?ts:

Enhanced Critical Thinking: Writing tasks compel students to analyze, evaluate,

and synthesize information actively.

Improved Communication Skills: Regular writing practice across subjects
fosters
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clarity and precision in expression.

Greater Student Engagement: Diverse writing assignments tailored to subject
3.

matter increase relevance and motivation.

Preparation for Academic and Professional Success: Familiarity with varied
4.

writing formats equips students for future challenges.

Interdisciplinary Connections: Writing encourages students to make links
5.

between concepts across di?erent ?elds.

These advantages underscore the transformative potential of writing across the

curriculum when implemented thoughtfully and consistently.

Challenges and Considerations in Applying Behrens? Writing

Across the Curriculum Framework

While the bene?ts are clear, integrating writing across the curriculum per Behrens? model

is not without challenges. Educators often encounter obstacles that require careful
consideration:

Teacher Preparedness and Professional Development

Many subject-area teachers may feel unprepared to teach writing e?ectively, especially if

their training is predominantly content-focused. Behrens acknowledges the necessity for

ongoing professional development that equips teachers with strategies for incorporating



SUCCESSFUL WRITING UPPER INTERMEDIATE LEVEL TEACH Printable PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 11

writing into their instruction meaningfully.

Balancing Content Coverage and Writing Instruction

Time constraints and curriculum demands can make it di?cult to allocate su?cient time
for writing activities without sacri?cing content coverage. Educators must strike a balance
to ensure writing enhances rather than detracts from subject mastery.

Assessment Complexities

Evaluating writing across disciplines requires nuanced rubrics that address both subject-
speci?c content and writing quality. Behrens? approach encourages formative
assessments but leaves room for educators to develop context-sensitive criteria.
Resource Availability

Successful integration often depends on access to resources such as writing centers,
technology, and instructional materials. Schools with limited support structures may ?nd
implementing WAC strategies more challenging.

Comparative Insights: Behrens and Other Writing Across the
Curriculum Theorists

Behrens? work can be juxtaposed with other prominent voices in writing across the
curriculum scholarship, such as Joseph Harris and John Bean. While all emphasize writing?s
role in learning, Behrens places particular weight on the adaptability of writing forms and
process orientation.

Unlike models that prescribe speci?c writing genres, Behrens advocates for ?exibility,
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allowing teachers to tailor writing tasks to the unigue demands of their disciplines. This
contrasts with more rigid frameworks that may prioritize standardized writing instruction.
Such ?exibility aligns well with contemporary pedagogical trends favoring di?erentiated
instruction and student-centered learning.

Behrens? Emphasis on Writing as a Tool for Thinking

A distinguishing characteristic of Behrens? approach is the conceptualization of writing as
a mode of thinking rather than solely a communication skill. This perspective resonates
with cognitive writing theories and supports the use of writing for re?ection, problem-
solving, and knowledge construction across curricular areas.

Implementing Writing and Across the Curriculum Behrens: Best
Practices

For educators seeking to apply Behrens? WAC principles, several best practices emerge
from his scholarship and practical applications:

Start Small: Introduce brief writing activities such as summaries or response

prompts before moving to longer assignments.

Use Writing to Support Content Learning: Design prompts that require
2.

students to engage deeply with subject matter.

Incorporate Peer Review: Facilitate collaborative feedback to develop writing
and
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critical analysis skills.

Provide Clear Criteria: Develop rubrics that address both content accuracy and
4.

writing mechanics adapted to subject expectations.

Encourage Revision: Promote multiple drafts to emphasize writing as a process
of

re?nement and learning.

Leverage Technology: Utilize digital tools for writing instruction, feedback, and
6.

publishing to enhance accessibility and engagement.

These practices align with Behrens? vision of writing as an integral, dynamic part of
education that transcends disciplinary boundaries.

Case Studies and Real-World Applications

Several educational institutions have successfully implemented writing across the
curriculum programs inspired by Behrens? principles. For instance, universities have
integrated writing-intensive courses in STEM ?elds, resulting in improved student
comprehension and communication skills. Similarly, K-12 schools that adopt writing
strategies across subjects report higher student engagement and better performance on

standardized assessments.
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Such real-world applications a?rm the practical value of Behrens? model and its
adaptability across educational levels.

Writing and across the curriculum Behrens represents a nuanced and ?exible approach to
embedding writing instruction into diverse academic domains. By viewing writing as a
cognitive tool and emphasizing process and discipline-speci?c conventions, Behrens o?ers
educators a robust framework to enhance student learning. While challenges exist, the
bene?ts of fostering writing skills across the curriculum are compelling?preparing
students not only for academic success but for e?ective communication in an increasingly
interdisciplinary world.

writing across the curriculum, Behrens writing strategies, academic writing Behrens,
cross-curricular writing, writing pedagogy Behrens, interdisciplinary writing, writing
instruction Behrens, Behrens writing theory, writing skills development, curriculum

integration writing
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