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learning centred feedback in practice geoff petty is a vital concept in contemporary education,
emphasizing the importance of fostering meaningful, constructive, and student-focused feedback
mechanisms. Developed and popularized through the work of educational theorists like Geoff Petty,
this approach shifts the traditional paradigm of feedback from merely correcting mistakes to actively
engaging students in their learning journey. In this article, we will explore the core principles of
learning-centered feedback, its practical implementation, and how educators can leverage it to
enhance student achievement and motivation.

Understanding Learning-Centred Feedback

What Is Learning-Centred Feedback?

Learning-centred feedback is a pedagogical approach that prioritizes the learner's development over
simply providing correct answers. Unlike traditional feedback models that often focus on pointing out
errors, learning-centred feedback aims to:

- Support students in understanding their learning processes.
- Encourage self-assessment and reflection.
- Foster motivation through constructive and personalized guidance.

This approach recognizes that feedback is most effective when it is specific, timely, and aligned with
learning objectives, helping learners identify their strengths and areas for improvement.

Theoretical Foundations and Geoff Petty?s Contribution

Geoff Petty, an influential education author and trainer, has contributed significantly to the
understanding of effective feedback strategies. His work emphasizes that feedback should:

- Be clear and specific.
- Focus on the learning process rather than solely on the product.
- Promote active engagement from students.
- Help students develop strategies for future learning.
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Petty advocates for a feedback culture where students are active participants, capable of
interpreting and utilizing feedback to enhance their learning outcomes.

Principles of Effective Learning-Centred Feedback

Implementing learning-centred feedback effectively requires adherence to several key principles:

1. Focus on Learning Goals

Feedback should be directly linked to the specific learning outcomes or goals. This ensures that
students understand what they are expected to achieve and how their current performance aligns
with those expectations.

2. Be Specific and Constructive

Vague comments like "Good job" or "Needs improvement" are less helpful. Effective feedback
provides concrete information, such as:

- "Your explanation of the concept was clear, but try to include more examples."
- "Your calculations are accurate, but check the units in your answer."

3. Promote Self-Assessment and Reflection

Encourage learners to evaluate their own work by asking reflective questions:

- "What part of this task did you find most challenging?"
- "How could you improve your approach next time?"

This fosters independence and a growth mindset.

4. Timeliness of Feedback

Providing feedback promptly, ideally during or shortly after the learning activity, enhances its
relevance and impact. Delayed feedback may lose its effectiveness and reduce motivation.

5. Balance Positive and Critical Feedback

A balanced approach ensures students feel encouraged while understanding areas for growth.
Highlighting strengths alongside constructive criticism helps maintain motivation.
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Practical Strategies for Implementing Learning-Centred Feedback

Applying the principles of learning-centred feedback in classroom practice involves a variety of
strategies and methods.

1. Use of Questioning Techniques

Effective questioning can prompt students to reflect on their understanding:

- Ask open-ended questions like, ?Can you explain how you arrived at this solution??
- Use probing questions to identify misconceptions.

2. Incorporate Self and Peer Feedback

Encourage students to review their own work and that of peers:

- Provide checklists or rubrics for self-assessment.
- Facilitate peer review sessions where students give constructive feedback to each other.

3. Feedforward Approach

Instead of only commenting on past work, focus on future improvement:

- Suggest specific actions for the next task.
- For example, ?Next time, try to organize your ideas more clearly before writing.?

4. Use of Technology Tools

Leverage digital platforms for timely and personalized feedback:

- Learning management systems (LMS) often have comment features.
- Digital quizzes can provide instant feedback.

5. Develop Feedback Literacy

Help students understand how to interpret and use feedback:
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- Teach them how to read and act on feedback.
- Encourage goal-setting based on feedback received.

Challenges and Solutions in Learning-Centred Feedback

While the benefits of learning-centred feedback are clear, educators often face challenges in its
implementation.

Common Challenges

- Time constraints for providing detailed feedback.
- Students? reluctance to accept critical feedback.
- Variability in students? ability to self-assess.
- Ensuring consistency and fairness.

Potential Solutions

- Prioritize feedback on key learning objectives.
- Train students in giving and receiving constructive feedback.
- Incorporate peer assessment to distribute feedback responsibilities.
- Use rubrics to standardize feedback criteria.

Measuring the Impact of Learning-Centred Feedback

Assessing the effectiveness of feedback practices is crucial for continuous improvement.

Indicators of Success

- Improved student performance and understanding.
- Increased student engagement and motivation.
- Enhanced ability for self-assessment.
- Positive changes in student attitudes towards learning.

Methods of Evaluation

- Student surveys and reflections.
- Analysis of assessment outcomes.
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- Observations of classroom interactions.
- Feedback from peer reviews and self-assessments.

Conclusion: Embedding Learning-Centred Feedback in Educational
Practice

Incorporating learning-centred feedback in practice requires a deliberate shift from traditional
correction-focused methods to a more engaging, supportive, and learner-driven approach. Drawing
on Geoff Petty?s principles, educators can create a classroom culture where feedback becomes a
powerful tool for learning, motivation, and development. By focusing on clear goals, fostering
reflection, and leveraging various strategies, teachers can help students develop the skills needed
for lifelong learning. Ultimately, effective learning-centred feedback not only enhances academic
achievement but also cultivates critical thinking, independence, and resilience among learners,
preparing them for success beyond the classroom.
 
Learning Centred Feedback in Practice: An In-Depth Analysis of Geoff Petty?s Approach

In the evolving landscape of education, feedback remains a cornerstone of effective teaching and
meaningful student learning. Among the many pedagogical frameworks that seek to optimize this
process, learning centred feedback?as articulated by Geoff Petty?has gained considerable attention
for its emphasis on fostering student independence, reflection, and continuous improvement. This
article offers an investigative review of Petty?s approach to learning centred feedback, examining its
principles, practical implementation, strengths, challenges, and implications for educators and
learners alike.

Understanding Learning Centred Feedback: Foundations and
Principles

Defining Learning Centred Feedback

Learning centred feedback, as conceptualized by Geoff Petty, shifts the traditional focus from simply
correcting errors or providing evaluative comments to fostering students? ability to interpret, utilize,
and generate feedback autonomously. Unlike teacher-centred models that often emphasize
summative assessment or static correction, Petty advocates for a dynamic, learner-driven process
that actively involves students in their own development.

Core principles include:

- Student Engagement: Students are active participants, not passive recipients.
- Feedback for Learning: Feedback should guide students toward deeper understanding and skill
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mastery.
- Encouraging Self-Regulation: Students learn to evaluate their work, recognize errors, and plan

improvements independently.
- Dialogue and Interaction: Feedback is a two-way, ongoing conversation rather than a one-off

statement.

Theoretical Underpinnings

Petty?s learning centred feedback draws upon established theories such as:

- Vygotsky?s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD): Emphasizes scaffolding learners?
development through guided feedback.

- Hattie and Timperley?s Feedback Model: Highlights the importance of feedback that answers
the questions, ?Where am I going??, ?How am I going??, and ?Where to next??

- Formative Assessment Principles: Focused on continuous, formative feedback that informs
future learning rather than solely summative judgments.

By integrating these theories, Petty?s framework aims to make feedback a natural, integral part of
the learning process that enhances self-efficacy and promotes autonomous learning.

Practical Implementation of Learning Centred Feedback in the
Classroom

Designing Feedback for Learning

Implementing learning centred feedback requires deliberate planning. Petty suggests several
strategies:

- Clear Learning Goals: Communicate explicit, achievable objectives to students, anchoring
feedback to these goals.

- Descriptive, Constructive Comments: Focus on specific aspects of student work, avoiding vague
praise or criticism.

- Encouraging Self-Assessment: Teach students to evaluate their work against rubrics or success
criteria.

- Promoting Peer Feedback: Foster collaborative environments where students learn to give and
receive constructive feedback.

Structuring Feedback Interactions
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Effective feedback interactions involve a cycle:

- Initial Assessment: Students submit work, and teachers provide formative feedback.
- Reflection: Students analyze feedback, identify strengths and areas for improvement.
- Action Planning: Students develop strategies or goals to address the feedback.
- Follow-Up: Students implement revisions, with subsequent feedback guiding further progress.

Petty emphasizes that feedback should not be a single event but an ongoing dialogue, promoting a
growth mindset and resilience.

Examples of Learning Centred Feedback Practices

- Using questioning techniques that prompt reflection, such as ?What do you think is the
strongest part of your work?? or ?Where do you see room for improvement??

- Incorporating student-led discussions where learners articulate their understanding of feedback
and next steps.

- Utilizing self-monitoring tools like checklists or reflection journals.
- Implementing digital platforms that facilitate ongoing feedback exchanges, especially in remote

or blended learning environments.

Strengths and Benefits of Petty?s Learning Centred Feedback Model

Enhancing Student Autonomy and Motivation

By empowering students to interpret and act upon feedback, Petty?s approach nurtures
independence. Students become active stakeholders in their learning journey, which can boost
motivation and engagement. This autonomy encourages a mindset oriented toward growth rather
than fixed ability.

Fostering Deep Learning

Feedback that prompts reflection and self-assessment helps students develop a deeper
understanding of content and skills. This approach aligns with constructivist principles, promoting
meaningful learning rather than rote memorization.

Developing Critical Thinking and Self-Regulation

Students learn to analyze their strengths and weaknesses critically, set realistic goals, and monitor
their progress. These skills are vital for lifelong learning and adaptability in complex, real-world
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tasks.

Creating a Collaborative Learning Environment

Peer feedback and dialogue foster a community of learners who support each other?s development,
reducing the reliance on teacher feedback as the sole source of evaluation.

Challenges and Limitations in Practice

While promising, implementing Petty?s learning centred feedback approach is not without obstacles.

Time and Resource Constraints

Effective feedback processes require significant time investment from educators to plan, deliver, and
engage in dialogues with students. In large classes or under tight schedules, this can be
challenging.

Teacher Expertise and Training

Not all educators are naturally skilled in facilitating student-led feedback or designing tasks that
promote reflection. Professional development is essential but may be limited.

Student Readiness and Skills

Students accustomed to traditional teacher-led assessment may struggle with self-assessment or
peer feedback without guidance. Building these skills takes time and explicit instruction.

Balancing Formative and Summative Assessment

While learning centred feedback emphasizes formative, ongoing dialogue, it must be balanced with
summative assessment requirements, which can sometimes overshadow formative practices.

Ensuring Consistency and Fairness

Without clear criteria and scaffolding, feedback can become subjective or inconsistent, diminishing
its effectiveness.

Implications for Educators and Future Directions

Professional Development and Training
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To realize the full potential of learning centred feedback, educators need targeted training that
emphasizes:

- Designing formative assessments aligned with learning goals.
- Facilitating reflective and dialogic feedback sessions.
- Developing skills in coaching and guiding self-assessment.

Curriculum Design and Assessment Policies

Curricula should embed opportunities for ongoing feedback and reflection, with assessment policies
supporting formative practices and student agency.

Research and Evaluation

Further empirical research is needed to assess the long-term impacts of Petty?s approach across
diverse educational contexts, disciplines, and student populations.

Technological Integration

Digital tools can facilitate feedback exchanges, reflection journals, and peer assessments, making
learning centred feedback more scalable and accessible.

Conclusion: Towards a Culture of Learning-Centred Feedback

Geoff Petty?s learning centred feedback model offers a compelling framework for transforming
assessment from a purely evaluative act into a catalyst for deep, autonomous learning. Its emphasis
on dialogue, reflection, and student agency aligns with contemporary educational paradigms
focused on developing lifelong learners equipped to thrive in a complex, ever-changing world.

However, realizing its potential requires a concerted effort?professional training, curriculum
adjustments, resource allocation, and a shift in classroom culture. While challenges exist, the
benefits of fostering a learning environment where feedback is an ongoing, collaborative process
are profound. As educators continue to explore and refine these practices, Petty?s approach stands
as a valuable guide towards more effective, empowering feedback in education.
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Note: This article has synthesized available literature on Geoff Petty?s learning centred feedback
approach and scholarly perspectives on formative assessment practices.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the core concept of learning-centred feedback according to Geoff
Petty? The core concept emphasizes providing feedback that focuses on promoting student
learning, understanding, and development rather than merely evaluating performance, fostering a
growth-oriented learning environment. How does Geoff Petty suggest teachers should implement
feedback in practice? Petty recommends using specific, timely, and constructive feedback that
guides students on how to improve, encouraging self-assessment and reflection to deepen their
understanding. What are the key differences between traditional feedback and learning-centred
feedback in Geoff Petty's approach? Traditional feedback often centers on grades and correctness,
whereas learning-centred feedback focuses on guiding students to understand their mistakes, think
critically, and develop their skills for future learning. Can you give an example of effective
learning-centred feedback as per Geoff Petty? An example would be, 'Your argument is clear, but
consider providing more evidence to support your claims. Reflect on how this evidence strengthens
your position.' How does Geoff Petty recommend involving students in the feedback process? He
advocates for encouraging students to engage in self-assessment, reflect on their work, and use
feedback to set goals for improvement, fostering active learning and ownership. What role does
questioning play in learning-centred feedback according to Geoff Petty? Questioning is used to
prompt students to think critically about their work, identify areas for improvement, and deepen their
understanding through guided inquiry. How can teachers ensure their feedback is most effective in a
learning-centred approach? By making feedback specific, focused on learning objectives, timely,
and encouraging students to take active steps towards improvement. What are some common
challenges in implementing learning-centred feedback, and how does Geoff Petty suggest
overcoming them? Challenges include providing personalized feedback and maintaining student
motivation. Petty suggests training teachers in effective feedback strategies and fostering a
classroom culture that values growth and learning. How does learning-centred feedback impact
student motivation and engagement? It enhances motivation by emphasizing progress and mastery,
making students more engaged as they see feedback as a tool for growth rather than just
evaluation. Where can educators find additional resources or guidance on applying Geoff Petty?s
principles of learning-centred feedback? Educators can refer to Geoff Petty?s book 'Teaching
Today,' educational workshops, and online professional development courses focused on formative
assessment and feedback strategies. 

 
Related keywords: learning, feedback, practice, Geoff Petty, teaching strategies, student
engagement, assessment, instructional methods, educational techniques, classroom management
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Jeremy Harmer And Feedback

Jeremy Harmer and Feedback: Enhancing Language Learning through Effective Strategies

In the realm of language teaching, few names resonate as strongly as Jeremy Harmer, a renowned
educator and author whose contributions have shaped modern ELT (English Language Teaching)
methodologies. Among his many insights, the concept of feedback stands out as a fundamental
pillar for fostering learner progress and motivation. Jeremy Harmer and feedback are intrinsically
linked, emphasizing how constructive, timely, and meaningful feedback can transform language
acquisition. This article explores Harmer's perspectives on feedback, its importance in language
education, and practical strategies to implement effective feedback mechanisms in the classroom.

Understanding Jeremy Harmer's Approach to Feedback

Jeremy Harmer advocates for feedback that not only corrects errors but also encourages learners to
reflect, build confidence, and develop autonomous learning skills. His approach emphasizes a
balanced, student-centered perspective, where feedback is tailored to individual needs and
promotes positive learning experiences.

The Role of Feedback in Language Acquisition

Harmer emphasizes that feedback is an essential element in the language learning process
because it:

- Guides learners toward correct language use
- Builds confidence and motivation
- Encourages self-awareness and reflection
- Supports the development of autonomous learning skills

He believes that feedback should be a continuous, integrated part of the learning process, rather
than a one-off correction at the end of a task.

Types of Feedback According to Harmer

Jeremy Harmer distinguishes between different types of feedback, each serving unique purposes:

- Corrective Feedback: Focuses on errors in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, or
pronunciation, aiming to guide learners toward correct forms.

Published by: meddocs.meduchet.com Page 11 of 20



learning centred feedback in practice geoff petty Tutorial Vol. 2024, Issue 3

- Positive Feedback: Highlights what learners do well, reinforcing effective language use and
boosting confidence.

- Descriptive Feedback: Provides specific information about what was done well and what can
be improved, encouraging self-reflection.

- Peer Feedback: Involves learners giving constructive feedback to each other, fostering
collaborative learning and critical thinking.

Harmer advocates for a balanced approach that combines these types to maximize learning
outcomes.

Effective Feedback Strategies Inspired by Jeremy Harmer

Implementing Harmer?s principles requires practical strategies that teachers can adopt to make
feedback more effective, engaging, and learner-centered.

1. Immediate and Specific Feedback

Harmer emphasizes providing feedback as soon as possible after the activity. Immediate feedback
helps learners connect their errors or successes directly to their performance, making corrections
more meaningful. Specific feedback should pinpoint exactly what was correct or incorrect, avoiding
vague comments like "Good job" or "You need to improve."

2. Use of Appreciative Inquiry

Harmer suggests that positive reinforcement motivates learners to continue trying. Instead of only
pointing out errors, teachers should also acknowledge correct language use, encouraging learners
to feel confident and willing to participate.

3. Incorporating Self and Peer Feedback

Encouraging learners to evaluate their own work and that of classmates promotes autonomy.
Harmer recommends activities where students reflect on their language use, identify errors, and
suggest corrections, fostering critical thinking and self-awareness.

4. Feedback as a Dialogic Process

Harmer advocates for a conversational approach to feedback, where teachers and learners engage
in dialogue. This allows learners to ask questions, clarify doubts, and understand the rationale
behind corrections, leading to deeper learning.

5. Focused Feedback Aligned with Learning Goals

Published by: meddocs.meduchet.com Page 12 of 20



learning centred feedback in practice geoff petty Tutorial Vol. 2024, Issue 3

Feedback should be aligned with specific learning objectives. Harmer emphasizes that targeted
feedback helps learners focus on particular skills or areas, such as pronunciation or vocabulary,
rather than overwhelming them with unrelated corrections.

Challenges and Considerations in Providing Feedback

While Harmer provides valuable guidance on effective feedback, there are challenges teachers
might face:

Managing Learner Anxiety

Some learners may feel embarrassed or discouraged by corrections. Harmer recommends framing
feedback positively and privately when necessary to maintain motivation.

Balancing Corrective and Encouraging Feedback

Over-correction can hinder fluency and confidence. Teachers should balance correction with praise,
ensuring learners feel supported rather than criticized.

Adapting Feedback to Different Learner Levels

Beginners may require more explicit corrections, while advanced learners benefit from more
nuanced feedback. Harmer advises tailoring feedback to the learner?s proficiency and learning
style.

Integrating Technology with Feedback in the Classroom

Harmer recognizes the role of technology in enhancing feedback practices. Digital tools can facilitate
immediate, personalized, and diverse feedback methods.

Utilizing Digital Platforms

Platforms like language learning apps, online quizzes, and video recordings allow teachers to
provide instant feedback, track progress, and offer multimedia support.

Leveraging Automated Feedback

Automated grammar and pronunciation checkers can serve as supplementary feedback sources,
especially for self-study or blended learning environments.

Encouraging Student-Generated Content
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Students can record speaking exercises or write blogs, which teachers can then review and provide
personalized feedback on asynchronously, fostering independent learning.

Conclusion: Jeremy Harmer?s Legacy on Feedback in Language
Teaching

Jeremy Harmer?s insights into feedback have profoundly influenced modern language teaching
practices. His emphasis on constructive, timely, and learner-centered feedback aligns with the
broader goals of fostering autonomous, motivated, and confident language users. By integrating
Harmer?s strategies?immediate, specific, appreciative, and dialogic feedback?teachers can create
supportive learning environments that promote continuous improvement and enjoyment in language
learning.

In an era increasingly driven by technology, Harmer?s principles remain relevant, encouraging
educators to adapt and innovate their feedback practices to meet diverse learner needs. Whether
through face-to-face interactions or digital platforms, the core message persists: effective feedback
is the key to unlocking learners? full potential and making language learning a rewarding journey.

Keywords: Jeremy Harmer, feedback, language teaching, corrective feedback, learner autonomy,
language acquisition, teaching strategies, classroom feedback, language learning tips
 
Jeremy Harmer and Feedback: An In-Depth Exploration of Teacher Strategies and Student Growth

In the realm of language teaching, Jeremy Harmer stands out as a prominent figure whose insights
and methodologies have significantly shaped modern pedagogical approaches. Among the many
facets of effective teaching he emphasizes, feedback plays a crucial role in fostering student
development, motivation, and autonomous learning. Harmer?s perspectives on feedback are not
only rooted in extensive classroom experience but are also informed by contemporary theories of
language acquisition and learner psychology. This article aims to provide a comprehensive review of
Jeremy Harmer?s approach to feedback, examining its theoretical foundations, practical
applications, advantages, and potential limitations.

Understanding Jeremy Harmer?s Philosophy on Feedback

Jeremy Harmer views feedback as a vital component of the teaching-learning cycle. He advocates
for a balanced, constructive, and learner-centered approach, emphasizing that feedback should
serve not only to correct errors but also to motivate and guide learners toward autonomous
improvement. Harmer stresses that feedback should be timely, specific, encouraging, and aligned
with the learners? goals.

Harmer?s approach is rooted in the belief that feedback is most effective when it promotes
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self-awareness and self-correction, rather than dependency on the teacher. He encourages
teachers to cultivate an environment where learners feel comfortable making mistakes and viewing
feedback as an opportunity for growth rather than criticism.

Types of Feedback According to Jeremy Harmer

Harmer distinguishes between various types of feedback, each serving different pedagogical
purposes:

1. Corrective Feedback

- Focuses on addressing errors in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, or pronunciation.
- Aims to correct inaccuracies to improve accuracy in future language use.
- Can be explicit (direct correction) or implicit (eliciting self-correction).

2. Positive Feedback

- Reinforces correct language use.
- Encourages learners and boosts confidence.
- Often includes praise or acknowledgment of effort.

3. Formative Feedback

- Provided during the learning process.
- Guides learners on their progress.
- Helps identify areas needing improvement before final assessments.

4. Summative Feedback

- Given after a task or unit.
- Summarizes overall performance.
- Used for final evaluation rather than ongoing development.

Harmer emphasizes that an effective feedback strategy integrates these types, tailored to the
learner?s stage and needs.

Practical Strategies for Providing Feedback
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Harmer offers a variety of practical techniques that teachers can adopt:

1. Delayed vs. Immediate Feedback

- Immediate Feedback: Given right after an error or task; useful for correcting specific mistakes
quickly.

- Delayed Feedback: Provided after a period; encourages self-reflection and reduces anxiety.

Harmer suggests balancing both approaches, depending on context and learner preferences.

2. Eliciting Self-Correction

- Teachers prompt learners to identify and correct their own errors.
- Builds autonomy and metacognitive skills.
- Example: Using prompts like ?Can you find your mistake?? or ?What do you think is correct??

3. Peer Feedback

- Encourages collaborative learning.
- Students learn to evaluate each other?s work constructively.
- Fosters a supportive classroom community.

4. Using Feedback Sandwich

- Starts with positive feedback, addresses areas for improvement, ends with encouragement.
- Keeps feedback balanced and motivating.

Harmer advocates for a flexible toolkit, encouraging teachers to adapt strategies based on class
dynamics.

The Role of Feedback in Motivating Learners

Harmer emphasizes that motivation is central to language acquisition, and feedback significantly
influences learner motivation. Constructive feedback can:

- Reinforce learners? belief in their abilities.
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- Reduce anxiety associated with making mistakes.
- Encourage risk-taking and active participation.
- Help learners set realistic goals and monitor progress.

Conversely, poorly delivered feedback?such as overly harsh corrections or neglecting positive
reinforcement?can diminish motivation and hinder learning.

Balancing Error Correction and Fluency Development

A key challenge highlighted by Harmer is balancing the correction of errors with the natural flow of
communication. Over-correcting can disrupt fluency and discourage participation, while
under-correcting may hinder accuracy development.

Harmer suggests a contextual approach:

- During fluency-focused activities (e.g., conversations, role-plays), limit corrections to maintain
flow.

- During accuracy-focused tasks (e.g., grammar exercises), provide detailed feedback.
- Use ?noticing? techniques to help learners become aware of their errors without feeling

overwhelmed.

This nuanced approach encourages both accuracy and fluency, fostering well-rounded language
proficiency.

Technological Tools and Feedback

With the advent of digital learning, Harmer recognizes the potential of technology in providing
effective feedback:

- Online comments and annotations facilitate detailed, personalized feedback outside the
classroom.

- Language learning apps often incorporate automated feedback, promoting self-correction.
- Video and audio recordings allow learners to self-assess pronunciation and fluency.

Harmer advocates integrating technology thoughtfully, ensuring that it complements traditional
feedback methods and enhances learner engagement.

Pros and Cons of Jeremy Harmer?s Feedback Approach

Published by: meddocs.meduchet.com Page 17 of 20



learning centred feedback in practice geoff petty Tutorial Vol. 2024, Issue 3

Pros:

- Promotes learner autonomy and self-awareness.
- Balances correction with encouragement, fostering motivation.
- Encourages a supportive classroom environment.
- Emphasizes contextual and individual learner needs.
- Incorporates diverse feedback techniques, including peer and self-assessment.

Cons:

- Requires skilled teachers adept at diagnosing when and how to give different types of feedback.
- Time-consuming in large classes.
- Some learners may prefer more explicit correction, contrary to Harmer?s learner-centered

philosophy.
- Over-reliance on self or peer feedback without proper guidance can lead to incorrect

corrections.

Criticisms and Limitations of Harmer?s Feedback Model

While Jeremy Harmer?s approach is widely respected, it faces certain criticisms:

- Overemphasis on learner autonomy: Some learners may lack the confidence or skills to
self-correct effectively.

- Implementation challenges: In large or diverse classes, individualized feedback becomes
difficult.

- Cultural considerations: Different cultural attitudes towards authority and correction may
influence how feedback is received.

- Potential inconsistency: Teachers? subjective judgments can lead to inconsistent feedback
quality.

Despite these challenges, Harmer?s principles serve as a valuable guideline for developing effective
feedback strategies.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of Jeremy Harmer?s Feedback
Philosophy

Jeremy Harmer?s contributions to language teaching, particularly his nuanced understanding of
feedback, have profoundly influenced both novice and experienced educators. His emphasis on
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constructive, learner-centered feedback aligns with contemporary communicative and autonomous
learning paradigms. By advocating for a balanced mix of correction, encouragement, and
self-assessment, Harmer fosters environments where learners feel motivated, confident, and
capable of taking charge of their language development.

While practical constraints and individual differences pose challenges, the core tenets of Harmer?s
feedback approach remain highly relevant. Educators who adapt his strategies thoughtfully can
create dynamic, supportive classrooms that not only improve language skills but also cultivate
lifelong learners. As education continues to evolve with technological advancements and diverse
learner needs, Harmer?s principles offer a solid foundation for effective, empathetic, and
empowering feedback practices in language teaching.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who is Jeremy Harmer and what is his contribution to language teaching?
Jeremy Harmer is a renowned English language teaching expert, author, and trainer known for his
influential books such as 'The Practice of English Language Teaching.' His work focuses on
effective teaching methodologies, learner motivation, and classroom feedback techniques. What are
some key principles Jeremy Harmer advocates regarding feedback in language learning? Jeremy
Harmer emphasizes that feedback should be constructive, immediate when possible, and tailored to
the learner's needs. He advocates for a balanced approach that encourages learner confidence
while addressing errors to promote language development. How does Jeremy Harmer suggest
teachers should give feedback to maximize learner motivation? Harmer recommends that teachers
provide positive reinforcement, focus on progress rather than just errors, and use encouraging
language. He also stresses the importance of creating a supportive environment where learners feel
comfortable making mistakes and receiving feedback. What are some common criticisms of
Harmer?s feedback strategies in language teaching? Some critics argue that Harmer?s emphasis
on positive feedback may overlook the need for corrective feedback that addresses errors directly.
Others feel that his approaches may not always be practical in large classrooms or diverse learner
groups. How has Jeremy Harmer?s approach to feedback evolved with recent trends in language
teaching? Harmer has incorporated technology and learner-centered approaches into his feedback
strategies, emphasizing peer feedback, self-assessment, and the use of digital tools to provide
timely and personalized feedback, aligning with modern communicative and learner autonomy
trends. Are Jeremy Harmer?s feedback techniques applicable to online language teaching? Yes,
Harmer?s principles of constructive, supportive, and timely feedback are highly applicable to online
teaching. He advocates for using digital platforms, instant messaging, and multimedia feedback to
engage learners effectively in virtual environments. What practical advice does Jeremy Harmer offer
for new teachers on providing effective feedback? Harmer advises new teachers to be clear,
specific, and encouraging in their feedback, to focus on both strengths and areas for improvement,
and to foster a classroom atmosphere where learners feel safe to experiment and learn from their
mistakes. 
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